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Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Gorseinon. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
LLWCHWR  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1945,  which  is  the  sixth  of  its  series. 

I wish  to  acknowledge  the  co-operation  which  I have 
received  from  the  Council,  the  Staff  of  my  own  department, 
the  Heads  of  'the  other  departments  of  the  Council,  Dr.  A.  R. 
Culley,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  Dr.  T.  W. 
Wade,  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  DONOVAN, 


.Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  CHIEF  INDUSTRIES. 

This  area  comprises  both  urban  and  rural  features.  It 
has  developed  into  an  industrial  area  with  a series  of  town- 
ships and  villages,  and  practically  all  these  habitations  have 
most  of  the  amenities  of  a large  town,  and  are  provided  with 
a pure  supply  of  water  from  the  Swansea  Corporation 
Reservoirs  at  Velindre  and  Cray,  sewerage  schemes,  scaveng- 
ing sendees  (on  a contract  system),  public  light,  gas  sendee 
and  parks.  In  the  very  rural  parts  of  the  district,  water  is 
principally  obtained  from  wells  and  springs,  and  the  sanita- 
tion is  primitive,  provision  of  pails,  etc. 


There  are  three  cinemas  in  the  area  : two  at  Gorseinon 
and  one  at  Pontardulais.  There  are  no  public  libraries,  but 
libraries  are  provided  at  the  various  Welfare  Institutes. 


The  chief  industries  in  the  district  are  Coal-Mining,  Steel 
Smelting,  Tinplating  and  Agriculture. 


AREA  AND  POPULATION. 

The  lilwchwr  Urban  District  is  divided  into  four  Parishes, 
namely,  Llandilo-TVilybont,  Doughor,  Howerton  and  Llan 
g.yfelach  ; the  total  acreage  being  17,815  acres. 


The  acreage  of  each  Parish 
Llandilo-Talybont 
Loughor 
Howerton 
Llangyfelach 


as  follows 


7,556  acres. 
1,247  acres. 
2,538  acres. 
6,474  acres. 


17,815  acres. 


The  estimated  resident  population  of  the  district  for  1945 
is  given  by  the  Registrar-General  as  24,640. 


The  number  of  inhabi  fated  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  6,447,  and  the  rateable  value  of  the  district  was  £95,876. 
which  represents  a sum  of  £360,  as  the  yield  of  a penny  rate. 
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BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  for  the  district  in 
1945  was  401,  of  whom  202  were  males  and  199  females, 
representing  a biith  rate  of  16.3  per  thousand  of  the  popula- 
tion. This  rate  compares  favourably  with  that  recorded  for 
England  and  Wales,  which  is  given  as  16.  t per  thousand  of 
Ihe  population.  In  1944,  the  net  total  births  amounted  to  463, 
with  a birth  rate  of  18  7 per  thousand  of  the  population  ; thus 
this  year  there  is  a decrease  of  62  births  or  2.4  below  the  rate 
recorded  for  the  preceding  year. 

15  male  illegitimate  children  were  registered  and  8 
females,  a proportion  of  57.3  per  thousand  registered  live 
births. 

The  stillbirths  numbered  12,  that  is  6 males  and  6 
females,  which  is  equivalent  to  a rate  of  29.0  per  thousand 
total  (live  and  still)  births. 

DEATHS. 

The  net  total  deaths  after  allowing  for  inward  and  out- 
ward transfer's  amounted  to  310,  of  which  173  were  males  aind 
137  females.  This  gives  a death  rate  of  12.6  per  thousand  of 
the  population  as  compared  with  277  deaths  and  a death  rate 
of  11.2  per  thousand!  of  the  population  in  1944.  The  death 
irate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1945  was  11.4  per  thousand  of 
the  population. 

There  were  25  deaths  under  1 year  during  the  year,  giving 
an  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  62  per  thousand  live  births.  The 
Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  given  as 
46  per  thousand  Uve  births. 

The  death  rate  amongst  illegitimate  children  was  43  per 
thousand  illegitimate  live  births,  whilst  the  rate  for  legitimate 
children  was  63  per  thousand  legitimate  births. 

Three  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  1945  ; 
one  death  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  and  2 from  other  maternal 
causes,  giving  an  incidence  rate  of  7.2  per  thousand  live  and 
still  births. 

Two  deaths  occurred  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  undler 
the  age  of  2 years,  which  is  equivalent  to  5.0  per  thousand 
registered  live  births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
5.6  per  thousand. 
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18  deaths  were  due  to  all  forms  of  Pneumonia,  21  due  to 
Bronchitis,  2 due  to  Influenza,  and  8 due  to  other  forms  of 
Respiratory  Diseases,  which  gives  a total  of  49  deaths  from 
all  forms  of  respiratory  diseases  apart  from  Tuberculosis, 
giving  a death  rate  of  1.9  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

14  deaths  were  registered  from  Tuberculosis  of  the 
Respiratory  System,  and  four  from  other  forms  of  Tuber- 
culosis, which  is  equivalent  to  a rate  of  0.78  per  thousand  of 
the  population. 

There  were  10  deaths  registered  from  Violence  apart  from 
Suicide  and  t Suicidal. 

Cancer  and  other  forms  of  malignant  disease  caused  57 
deaths,  which  is  equivalent  to  a rate  of  2.8  per  thousand  of 
the  population. 

The  rates  of  deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  in  1945  are 
as  follows  : — 

Llwchwr.  England  & Wales. 


Smiallpox 

No. 

of 

Deaths. 
....  0 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

0.00 

Rate  per 
1,000 

. population. 
0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

....  0 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Gough 

....  2 

0.08 

0.02 

Diphtheria 

....  0 

0.00 

0.02 

Measles 

....  0 

0.00 

0.02 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

....  0 

0.00 

0.00 

Influenza 

....  2 

0.08 

0.08 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

....  0 

0.00 

Not  Available. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  only  8 cases  of  Diphtheria  during  the  year, 
of  which  there  were  no  deaths.  It  may  be  stated  that  the 
incidence  of  Diphtheria  in  thi s area  is  low  due  to  the  extensive 
Immunisation  Campaign. 

Formerly  we  started  immunising  children  at  the  age  of 
one  year.  We  now  try  and  give  them  their  first  injection  at 
8-9  months  and  have  their  immunisation  completed  before 
they  reach  the  agte  of  one  year. 


9 


It  canunot  be  too  strongly  stressed  that  Diphtheria 
immunisation  gives  nearly  100  per  cent,  protection  and  that 
in  my  opinion  a parent  or  guardian  who  knowingly  deprives 
a child  of  this  protection  i.s  guilty,  to  say  the  least,  of  gross 
negligence — and  that  is  using  a mild  term.  There  is  no  reason 
why  anyone  in  this  area  can  state  that  they  are  unaware  of 
thi'  facilities  available  to  them  for  immunisation.  Most  of 
the  children  have  been  immunised  by  myself. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

34  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  to  my  department 
during  the  year,  32  of  which  were  admitted  to  Garngoch 
Isolation  Hospital. 

i 

The  removal  of  cases  of  Scarlet.  Fever  in  this  district  to 
Isolation  Hospital  depends,  upon  home  conditions.  If  the 
home  conditions  are  such  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical 
officer  of  health  il  is  safe  to  nurse  the  patient  at  home,  this 
is  done,  but  if  the  home  conditions  are  not  so,  the  patient  i;s 
admitted  to  Garngoch  Isolation  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever  is  caused  by  the  Haemolytic  Streptococcus 
and  produces  a typical  rash  in  the  patient.  Many  a case  may 
be  infected  with  this  organism  resulting  only  in  sore  throat 
with  absence  of  rash  and  stiawberry  tongue,  hence  the 
difficulty  in  the  detection  and  control  of  carriers  of  this 
disease. 

Anti-Toxins. 

Supplies  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxins  are 
stored  at  the  Police  Stations  in  the  district  ready  for  use  by 
any  of  the  General  Practitioners. 

Pneumonia  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 

Five  cases  of  Pneumonia  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia  were 
notified  during  the  year,  giving  a rate  of  0.2  per  thousand  of 
the  population.  The  rate  recorded  for  England  and  Wales 
was  0.87  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

Erysipelas. 

Eight  eases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified,  producing  a rate 
of  0.32  per  thousand  of  the  population,  the  cate  for  England 
and  Wales  being  0.25. 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Three  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified.  This 
gives  a rate  of  7.2  per  thousand  total  (live  and  still)  births, 
and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  9.93  per  thousand. 
One  of  these  3 cases  died. 

Intestinal  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Intestinal  diseases  such  as  Typhoid,  etc.,  in  a community 
which  has  an  adequate  water  and  sewerage  system  are  well 
under  control. 

The  Respiratory  diseases  such  as  Influenza,  Cerebro- 
spinal Meningitis,  etc.,  are  spread  generally  by  droplet  infec- 
tion. If  individuals  could  he  educated  not  to  sneeze  or  cough, 
except  into  their  handkerchiefs,  the  incidence  of  these 
diseases  would  he  greatly  reduced. 

A fair  amount  of  disease  can,  he  attributed  to  ignorance 
and  economic  conditions.  Probably,  within  the  next  25  years, 
these  will  be  greatly  reduced  by  education  and  the  increased 
standards  of  living  of  the  common  people. 

Scabies. 

Scabies  are  treated  in  (his  area  by  the  Benzyl  Benzoate 
treatment,  which  is  supervised  by  the  Health  Visitors.  Cases 
are  brought  to  our  notice  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Local  Medical  Practitioners.  Health  Visitors,  and  by 
direct  application  by  the  patients,  who  arc  very  appreciative 
of  the  facilities  given  to  them. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Venereal  Disease  is  a menace  to  public  health.  Ong  of 
the  best  means  of  reducing  its  incidence  i®  by  very  generous 
propaganda  The  Ministry  of  Health  has  carried  out  such 
propaganda  throughout  the  country.  The  Glamorgan  County 
Council  is  co-operating  to  the  fullest  degree  with  the  local 
authorities  We  are  co-operating  whole-heartedly  with  this 
V.D.  campaign. 

Many  cases  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  public  health 
department.  Those  who  are  not  attending  tor  treatment  are 
contacted  and  encouraged  to  attend  a V.D.  clinic  Contacts 
are  also  requested  to  attend  a clinic. 
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Wasserrnan  Blood  Tests  are  being  done  as  a routine  in  our 
Ante-Natal  Clinics,  and  the  samples  of  blood  are  sent  to  the 
Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

The  nearest  clinic  for  this  area  are  held  at  Swansea  and 
Port  Talbot,  and  the  sessions  are  as  follows  : — 

Swansea  Clinic  (Situate  at  Swansea  General  and  Eye 
Hospital)  : — 

Males. — Monday  2 p.m. 

Tuesday  7.30  p.m. 

Friday  10.30  a.m. 

Females — Thursday  1 p.m. 


Port  Talbot  Clinic  (Situate  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the 
road  immediately  opposite  the  exit  from  the  G.W.R.  Station). 

Males — Monday  2.30  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.,  and  5 p.m.  to 
8 p.m. 

Thursday  t0.30  a.m.  to  1 p.m.,  and  2 p.m. 
to  4 p.m. 

'Females — Wednesday  10.30  a.m.  to  1 p.m.,  and  2 
p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Thursday*  5 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 


ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1945. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

29  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  6 of  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1945,  The  ■total  number 
of  deaths  registered  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  was  18. 

The  existing  (arrangements  between  the  Medical  Officers 
of  the  King  Edward  VII  Welsh  National  Memorial  Associa- 
tion and  the  General  Practitioners  of  the  district  appears 
efficient  and  satisfactory.  All  new  cases  lire,  as  a rule,  re- 
ferred to  the  Tuberculosis  Physician  for  confirmation  of 
diagnosis,  treatment,  and  for  continued  observation  of  pro- 
gress.- 

Certain  cases  are  eligible  for  financial  help,  and  those 
that  are  not,  but  who  need  financial  help  are  referred  to  the 
Public  Assistance  Authorities. 

On  receipt  of  a notification  of  surgical  tuberculosis,  the. 
sknitary  inspectors  automatically  check  up  on  the  milk  supply 
from  which  district  the  notification  is  received. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
the  disease  are  given  in  the  following  Table  : — 


i 

i 

i 

t 

! 

I 


i 

I 
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NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1945. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  regulation  during  the  year 
1945,  relating  to  Tubercular  employees  in  the  milk  trade. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SECTION  172. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  during  the  year 
1945. 


RHEUMATIC  FEVER  AND  RHEUMATIC  CARDITIS. 

Rheumatic  Fever  in  childhood  is  the  main  source  of  Heart 
Disease  up  to  the  age  of  40  years  in  Britain.  It  exceeded 
Tuberculosis  as  the  cause  of  death  up  to  the  age  of  20  years. 
It  is  estimated  that  almost  10  per  cent,  of  all  rejections  for 
service  during  the  war  were  on  account  of  heart  disease.  The 
economic  loss  each  year  in  peace-time  could  be  judged  by  the 
fact  that  the  duration  of  economic  activity  in  these  men  was 
no  more  than  10  years  on  the  average. 

It  is  recognised  that  poverty  and  overcrowding  are  basic 
causes  and  that.  Rheumatic  Fever  i.s  rare  among  the  children 
of  the  well-to-do.  Anything  done  ;n  these  cnrections  will 
i educe  the  incidence  of  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease. 

Compulsory  notification  of  Rheumatic  Fever  is  essential, 
for  progress,  as  it  would  permit  its  early  diagnosis.  The 
London  County  Council  has  an  excellent  scheme  for  Rheu- 
matic Children.  The  Public  should  know  that  it  is  very 
desirable  that  institutional  treatment  from  the  outset  and 
subsequent  supervision  should  be  extended  to  every  case  of 
Rheumatic  Fever.  The  facilities  In  i hi.s  district  are  meagre. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  made 
by  Dr.  Sladden  at  the  “Beck”  Laboratory,  Swansea.  All 
Medical  Practitioners  within  the  district  can  have  any 
samples  examined  free  of  cost,  the  cost  being  -borne  by  the 
Council. 
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Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Gases. — A Motor  Ambulance  is  pro- 
vided for  the  removal  oi  Infectious  Cases  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

(b)  For  Non-lnfectious  Crs^s,  Accident  Cases  and  Mater- 
nity Cases.  The  various  works  in  the  district  provide 
ambulances  for  the  removal  of  these  cases  to  the  Gorseinon 
or  Swansea  Hospital,  according  to  which  hospital  the  patient 
is  a subscriber.  The  service  is  quite  adequate  under  normal 
conditions. 

There  is  a St.  John  Ambulance  at  Gowerton,  and  also  at 
Pontardulais.  These  can  be  obtained  by  any  member  of  the 
public  upon  payment,  if  such  a member  is  not  a contributor. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General.  -T’or  ordinary  sickness  or  accident  the 
service  of  the  Queen  Victoria  Memorial  Association  Nurses  ar  • 
available  in  tie  district.  These  nurses  are  paid  by  the 
District  Nursing  Association. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases. — In  cases  of  severe  epidemics 
such  as  Measles  or  Influenza,  helpers  can  Tie  obtained.,  and 
these  helpers  act  under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Visitors. 

Premature  Babies. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  two  local  hospi- 
tals that  take  in  Maternity  Cases  in  this  area,  to  keep  in 
hospital  any  infant  who  is  born  prematurely.  The  child  is 
not  sent  home  until  il  is  up  to  the  average  weight.  If  a child 
is  horn  prematurely  at  home,  the  home  is  visited  by  the 
Health  Visitor,  and  if  the  child  requires  institutional  care,  it 
is  immediately  sent  to  Hie  West  Glamorgan  County  Hospital. 
Penrhiwtyn.  If  il  is  safe  for  th“  child  to  slay  at  home,  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Authority  co-operates  in  pro- 
viding blankets,  hotwater  bottles,  etc. 

Illegitimate  Children. 

All  these  cases  are  carefully  supervised  by  the  Health 
Department,  and  suitable  institutional  treatment  is  provided 
if  required.  The  unmarried  mother  is  encouraged  to  keep 
her  own  child  if  possible,  when  the  home  difficulties  with 
the  grandparents  of  the  child  are  smoothed  out.  It  is  very 
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desirable  that  the  mother  should  Keep  the  child  as  long  as 
possible  as  no  institution  is  equivalent  to  even  a fair  natural 
affection  from  the  baby’s  mother.  Some  cases  must  be 
adopted,  and  the  Public  Health  Department  co-operates  in 
seeing  that  the  child  is  suitably  adopted. 

Many  enquiries  are  made  by  adoption  societies  about  the 
suitability  of  prospective  foster  parents  in  this  area.  All  these 
cases  are  thoroughly  investigated,  and  a confidential  report 
is  sent  to  the  adoption  society. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  is  a very  good  index  to  the 
social  circumstances  of  an  area  as  the  rate  tends  to  be  high 
in  places,  where  bad  housing,  overcrowding,  defective  sanita- 
tion, maternal  ignorance  and  neglect  prevail. 


The  figures  for  England  and  Wales  in  1939,  for  the  death 
rate  per  thousand  births  were  : — 


Under  1 day 

....  10.23 

1 — 7 days  .... 

....  10.87 

1 — 4 weeks 

....  6.99 

i — 3 months 

....  7.92 

3 — 6 months 

....  7.02 

6 — 9 months 

...  4.4 

9 — 12  months 

....  2.92 

The  three  principal  causes  of  death 

which  acc< 

about  J of  the  total  death  roll  are 


i Developmental  conditions  including  birth  in- 
jury, prematurity,  debility,  convulsions,  malforma- 
tions, etc. 

2.  Respiratory  Diseases. 

3.  Gastro-Enteritis. 


Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  play  their  part  in 
reducing  the  Infantile  Mortality,  rate,  but  it  cannot  be  too 
strongly  stressed  that  the  chief  function  of  a Health  Visitor 
is  home  visiting.  There  must  be  a balance  between  the 
number  of  clinics  held  and  the  home  visiting  by  the  Health 
Visitors. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


There  are  six  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  the  district : — 


Gorseinon 

Loughor 

Grovesend 

Penllergaer 

Gowerton 

Pontardulais 


held  on  alternate  Tuesdays, 
held  on  alternate  Tuesdays, 
held  on  alternate  Tuesdays, 
held  on  alternate  Thursdays, 
held  on  alternate  Wednesdays. 

held  on  alternate  Wednesdays 
and  Thursdays. 


The  attendance  at  th(  Clinics  during  1945  were  as 
follows  : — 


Infants 

Gorseinon 

• ••* 

No.  on  Register 

....  298 

Average  Attendance 

....  97 

Loughor 

No.  on  Register 

....  184 

Average  Attendance 

....  54 

Grovesend 

No.  on  Register 

....  72 

Average  Attendance 

....  22 

Penllergaer 

No.  on  Register 
Average  Attendance 

....  51 

....  17 

Gowerton 

No.  on  Register 

....  215 

Average  Attendance 

....  75 

Pontardulais 

(a) 

No.  on  Register 

....  183 

Average  Attendance 

....  52 

Pontardulais 

O') 

No.  on  Register 

....  99 

Average  Attendance 

....  30 

Food  Distribution  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 


Dried  rnilk  foods  are  sold  to  mothers  at  all  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics. 

I 

The  food  is  purchased  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is. 
at  present,  responsible  for  the  issue  of  same  from  the  central 
stores,  which  is  kept  at  the  Public  Health  Department,  to  the 
Clinics. 
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Arrangements  for  the  transportation  of  the  food  to  the 
various  clinics  are  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
supervises  the  distribution  of  the  food  according  to  the 
quantities  required  by  the  person  selling  at  the  clinic.  One 
of  the  female  clerks  in  the  Public  Health  Department  sells 
the  food  at  the  largest  clinics,  namely,  Gorseinon,  Loughor, 
Gowerton  and  Pontardulais,  whilst  the  food  at  Grovesend  and 
Penllergaer  is  sold  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  sales  amounted  to 
£2,489.  The  selling  price  of  each  commodity  includes  a- small 
charge  to  cover  expenses. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  has  co-operated  with  us  to  the 
fullest  extent  in  the  distribution  of  Orange  Juice,  Cod-Liver- 
Oil,  Vitamin  Supplements,  etc.,  at  the  various  clinics. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  monthly  at  Gorseinon  and 
Pontardulais.  The  Midwives  attend  these  clinics  with  their 
patients  and  the  clinics  are  integrated  with  the  County  Ante 
Natal  Clinic  at  the  West  Glamorgan  County  Hospital,  Pen- 
rhiwtyn. 

Gorseinon — Held  on  the  Third  Thursday  of  each  month 

Pontardulais — held  on  the  First  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Dr.  Drummond,  Regional  Blood  Transfusion  Officer,  has 
asked  for  Blood  Samples  to  test  for  the  Rh  factor.  We  send 
to  him  samples  of  blood  of  the  pregnant  women  attending 
our  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

All  cases  attending  our  Ante-Natal  Clinics  have  the 
Rhesus  Factor  test  done  This  is  important  to  prevent  a cer- 
tain type  of  Jaundice  from  occurring  in  the  woman  or  foetus 

Certain  of  the  husbands  are  also  tested  if  certain  irregular 
antibodies  occur  in  the  mother’s  blood. 

Cases  shown  by  this  test  to  be  potentially  dangerous  are 
sent  to  hospital  so  that  if  any  untoward  happens,  a suitable 
blood  transfusion  would  be  available. 
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School  Clinics. 

The  School  Clinics  in  the  district  are  held  at  Pontardul- 
ais,  Gowerton  and  Gorseinon.  The  children  are  treated 
periodically  by  the  Education  Authorities’  Medical  Officers. 


Tuberculosis  Clinics. 

The  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  in  the  care  of  the  King 
Edward  VII  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association,  and 
patients  suffering  from  this  disease  attend  the  Dispensary  at 
10,  Grove  Place,  Swansea,  which  is  open  from  0.30  a. mi.  to 
i2  a. m.  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays. 

Sanatorium  accommodation  for  the  patients  of  this  dis- 
trict is  provided  at  the  various  Sanatoria  in  Wales,  there 
being  no  local  sanatorium. 


Garngoch  Isolation  Hospital. 

Infectious  cases  in  the  district  are  treated  at  the  Garn- 
goch Isolation  Hospital,  where  I lie  facilities  provided  lend 
themselves  to  the  adequate  nursing  of  the  various  cases  which 
are  admitted. 


During  the  year  tho  number  of  cases  admitted  comprised 
32  Scarlet  Fever,  ::  Diphtheria,  8 Erysipelas,  I Puerperal 
Pyrexia,  I Cerebro-spinal  Fever,  I Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
and  2 Dysentery. 

The  availability  of  plentiful  supplies  of  Penicillin  has 
made  the  medical  treatment  of  some  of  these  patients  more 
satisfactory,  but  the  nursing  more  difficult  as  the  Penicillin 
has  to  be  injected  every  three  hours  both  night  and  day. 


Vaccination. 

In  normal  conditions  vaccination  should  not  be  compul- 
sory as  the  risks  of  vaccination  probably  outweigh  the 
advantages.  Smallpox  can  be  controlled  in  normal  times  by 
routine  public  health  measures.  Vaccination  is  necessary  if 
an  outbreak  occurs. 
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Hospitals. 

The  Hospitals  where  treatment  js  available  for  the  in- 
habitants of  the  district  are  as  tabulated  below  : — 


Hospital. 


Gorseinon 

General 

Hospital. 


Swansea 
Generali  and  Eye 
Hospital. 


Llanelly  and 
District  General 
Hospital. 


Situation . 


Gorseinon 


Swansea 


Llanelly 


Purpose. 


Generali  and 
Maternity 


General 


General 


Beds. 


Medical  and  Surgical. 

(60  beds). 

Children  (10  Cots). 
Maternity  (10  Beds). 
Ear.  Nose  and  Throat. 


Medical  and  Surgical. 
Children. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 
Venereal  Disease. 


Medical  and  Surgical 
Children. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 


West  Glamorgan 
County  Hospital. 


Neath 


Bridgend 


Hensol  Castle  ... 


General  and 
Maternity 


Mental 


Mental 


Gamgoch 


Garngoch 

Common 


Isolation 


I 


Infectious  Diseases. 
28  Beds,  4 Cots. 


Midwifery  and  Maternity  Service. 

Most  Maternity  Cases  are  attended  at  home  bv  Midwives 
while  others  make  use  of  the  Maternity  Hospital  Gorseinon, 
Local  Medical  Practitioners  being  called  in  if  required. 
Infective  cases  are  treated  at  the  Garngoch  Isolation  Hospital. 

Complicated  pregnancies  and  Obstetrical  emergencies 
are  admitted  to  the  West  Glamorgan  County  Hospital  at 
Neath.  If  there  is  any  danger  due  to  the  journey  to  Pen- 
rhiwtyn,  complicated  maternity  cases  can  be  sent  to  the 
Gorseinon  Maternity  Hospital. 
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Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate 
Children  and  Homeless  Children. 

Provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants, 
and  homeless  children  is  provided  for  by  the  respective  Public 
Assistance  Authorities  at  Pontardawe  and  Penmaen. 

Health  Visitors. 

During  .he  year  the  Health  Visitors  paid  : 


i — To  Expectant  Mothers 

..  First  Visits 

....  26 

Total  Visits 

....  40 

2 — To  children  under  1 year 
of  ago 

. First  Visits 

....  421 

Total  Visits 

....1220 

3 To  children  between  the 
ages  of  1 and  5 years 

Total  Visits 

....2343 

Infant  Life  Protection.  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act, 
1932. 

Any  eases  coming  under  the  Children  and  Young  Persons 
Act,  11)32,  are  reported  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment,  etc. 

Cases  of  pre-school  children  are  referred  to  the  Orthopae- 
dic, Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  and  Ophthalmic  clinics  of  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council  for  examination  and  treatment. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  the  local  council  adopt  a scale  of 
charges  in  respect  of  spectacles,  operative  treatment  and 
orthopaedic  appliances  for  I he  assistance  of  parents  who  are 
unaible  to  meet  the  additional  cost  of  services  provided  for 
their  children. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  following  tables  show  results  of  water  samples  taken 
during  the  year  : — 
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MILK. 

Milk  is  a very  nutritious  food,  especially  for  the  young. 
Unfortunately,  it  can  be  a vehicle  for  disease,  especially 
Tuberculosis  and  Brucella  Abortus.  . 

If  the  milk  is  obtained  from  healthy  herds,  and  the 
milking  done  under  proper  hygienic  conditions,  and  all  pro- 
per precautions  are  taken,  it  should  reach  the  consumer  in  a 
safe  form. 

The  general  concensus  of  medical  opinion  is  that  as 
another  precaution,  all  milk  should  be  properly  pasteurised. 
In  an  area  like  ours,  where  there  is  a very  high  percentage  of 
unpasteurised  milk,  it  is  desirable  that  all  milk  should  be  heat 
treated  before  giving  il  io  the  young.  The  slight  vitamin 
deficiency  which  may  result  can  easily  be  remedied  by  giving 
the  children  supplementary  vitamins. 

One-third  of  the  deaths  in  this  country  from  Tuberculosis 
in  children  under  5 years  of  age  are  due  to  the  Bovine  Organ- 
ism— 2,000  deaths  a year  with  of  course  a much  larger  inci- 
dence of  invalidism. 

The  American  troops  in  this  country  were  not  allowed  to 
drink  milk  unless  it  was  both  from  Tuberculin  Tested  Herds 
and  had  been  pasteurised. 

During  the  year  38  samples  of  milk  produced  in  this  area 
were  submitted  for  the  T.B.  test,  the  results  of  which  were 
as  follows  : — 


Negative  ....  ....  38 

Positive  ....  ....  Nil 

More  sampling  of  milk  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle 
Bacilli  could  be  carried  out  but  at  present  the  number  of 
samples  which  can  be  forwarded  to  the  laboratory  are 
limited  by  the  County  Council,  due  to  shortage  of  guinea-pigs. 

Under  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  National  Milk  Test- 
ing and  Advisory  Scheme,  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  submitted 
986  milk  samples  to  the  Swansea  Laboratory  for  examination 
in  accordance  with  the  Resazurin  Test.  The  object  of  this 
test  is  to  ascertain  the  keeping  quality  of  milk. 
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Bacteriological  samples  of  milk  were  taken  on  40 
occasions,  and  found  to  be  : — 

Satisfactory  ....  ....  22 

Unsatisfactory  ....  ....  18 


ICE-CREAM. 

It  is  a fairly  common  belief  that  freezing  kills  bacteria. 
Actually  it  is  a good  method  of  preserving  their  life  for  long 
periods. 

It  can  la*  seen  that  there  is  a great  danger  if  Ice-cream  is 
made  from  materials  which  contain  pathogenic  organisms. 
What  is  even  more  dangerous  is  the  actual  introduction  of 
organisms  In  insanitary  methods  of  handling. 

There  have  been  numerous  outbreaks  of  intestinal  infec- 
tion throughout  the  country  due  to  Ice-cream,  and  con- 
scuently  regulations  have  been  in  existence  for  some  years 
requiring  the  registration  ot  premises  used  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  Ice-cream  . These  premises  should  lie  periodically 
inspected.  Uaboratory  lists  for  cleanliness  are  desirable,  but, 
unfortunately,  there  is  no  known  test  which  is  sufficiently 
reliable  for  use  as  a statutory  test  of  its  contamination  with 
non-pathogenic  organisms. 

At  the  present  lime,  a good  idea  of  the  hygienic  quality 
of  Ice-cream  can  be  got  by  doing  a total  bacterial  count,  coli- 
form  count,  and  Iho  identification  of  the  coli  forms  if  of 
excremental  type  or  otherwise. 

It  is  very  desirable  Unit  Ice-cream  should  be  heat  treated 
before  being  frozen. 


HOUSING. 

In  this  area  there  are  some  748  Council  Houses.  Like 
most  other  districts  new  dwell inghouses  are  required.  The 
chief  reasons  for  this  are  that  during  the  war  period  no  new 
houses  were  erected  as  labour  and  materials  were  required 
for  war  purposes.  The  number  of  vacancies  which  occurred 
in  Council  hopses  during  the  year  under  review  were  few 
and  therefore*  no  marked  reduction  could  he  made  in  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding.  To  obtain  a true  picture  of  the 
position,  a further  overcrowding  survey  is  necessary  and  also 
a further  slum  clearance  programme. 
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The  selection  of  council  tenants  is  carried  out  by  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector.  At  the  time  of  the  preparation 
of  this  report  the  position  regarding  applicants  for  council 
houses  is  as  follows  : — 


1.  — There  arc  at  present  93d  families  applying  for  council 
houses,  who  are  living  in  apartments  or  living  through  and 
through  with  the  tenants  or  occupiers. 

2.  — In  addition,  57  families  now  residing  in  houses  have 
applied  for  council  houses  on  account  of  various  circum 
stances. 


3. — Of  the  above  (i  and  2;  36  families  are  overcrowded 
according  to  the  standard  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 
and  by  March,  1947,  the  number  of  overcrowded  families 
will  have  increased  to  138. 


4. — There  are  31  families  living  in  apartments  where  one1 
member  ot  the  family  has  or  is  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
where  it  is  desirable  that  better  accommodation  be  provided. 

To  meet  the  housing  shortage,  68  permanent  houses  of 
non-parlour,  three  bedroomed  type  are  being  erected  at 
Gowerton,  Gorseinon,  Grovesend  and  Pont.ardulais. 

114  permanent  prefabricated  houses  are  to  be  erected  at 
Penllergaer. 

The  Council  proposes  to  purchase  land  at  Gorseinon, 
Ponlardulais  and  Grovesend  for  the  erection  of  houses  in  the 
following  numbers  : — 


Adequate  housing  at  economic  rents  is  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  health  of  the  community.  It  is  useless 
giving  a family  a decent  house  if  it  means  that  due  to  the 
high  rent  they  cannot  afford  to  buy  good  food. 


Year  1947/1948 
Year  1948/1949 


150 

200 
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River  Liiw. 

Flooding  continues  to  take  place  by  the  above;  river  over- 
flowing its  bank  during  continual  rain,  especially  the  area 
comprising  Railway  Terrace  (22  houses),  the  main  road  be 
tween  the  L.jVI.  & S.  Station  and  the  Lliw  Bridge,  Bryn 
Terrace,  Eyrron  Street,  Chapel  Street  and  Gwalia  Terrace, 
Gorseihon. 

The  Council  will,  at  the  first  opportunity,  consider  the 
best  means  to  provide  relief  by  housing  of  persons  affected. 


FOOD. 


following  foods  were 

condemned 

by 

the  Sanitary 

during  the  year  : — 
Cheese 

27  lbs. 

Prunes 

• • • * 

50  lbs. 

Eggs 

40 

Lard 

18  ozs. 

New  Milk 

,,,, 

10  gallons. 

Tinned  Peas  .... 

li  lies. 

Bacon 

25J  lbs 

Raked  Beans  .... 

.... 

41  tins 

Edible  Seaweed 

7728  lbs. 

Flour 

21  lbs. 

Tinned  Fish  .... 

51  tins 

Tinned  Milk  .... 

68  tins 

Cake,  Pastries,  etc. 

24  lbs. 

Dried  Egg 

14  lbs. 

Green  Peas 

164  lbs. 

Soup  Powder  .... 

• ••• 

16  lbs. 

Dates 

« • • • 

418  lbs. 

Raisins 

50  lbs. 

Tinned  Soup  .... 

6 tins 

Rutter 

7 lbs. 

Raw  Meat 

• • • • 

453  lbs. 

Syrup 

2 lbs. 

Cereals 

51  lbs. 

Jam 

64  lbs. 

Fresh  Fruit 

• ••■ 

483  lbs. 

Yeast 

56  lbs. 

Sausage  Meal.... 

112  lbs. 

Tinned  Carrots 

1 tin 

Sausages 

7 lbs. 

Tinned  Meat  .... 

175  tins 

Tinned  Vegetables 

36  tins 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  AND  MiLK  AND  CREAM 

REGULATION. 

The  duties  of  inspection  under  the  above  Acts  are  entrus- 
ted to  the  Ufricers  of  the  County  Police,  of,  and  above  the  rank 
of  Sergeant. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Superintendent  Pugh,  I am  able 
to  give  the  following  particulars  of  samples  taken  and  sent 
to  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  analysed  under  the  'Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  etc.,  in  the  Llwchvvr  Urban  District  during  the  year 


These  samples  were  collected  at  Gorseinon,  Gowerton, 
Loughor,  Pontardulais,  Pontlliw  and  Kingsbridge,  and  of  the 
63  samples  taken,  60  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  as 
genuine. 

One  sample  of  milk  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  milk  fat, 
and  proceedings  were  taken  in  this  case  the  vendors  being 
convicted  at  Gowerton  Magistrates’  Court.  Two  other  samples 
of  milk  were  found  to  be  slightly  deficient  in  milk  fat,  but 
in  view  of  the  small  deficiency,  a letter  of  warning  was  sent 
to  the  vendors  by  the  Deputy  Clerk  to  the  Council. 


1945  : — 


New  Milk 
Butter 
Margarine 
Lard 

Ground  Coffee 
Rich  Ray  Coffee 
Semolina 

Sponge  Pudding  Mixture 
Cake  Flour 
Malted  Food  .... 

Malted  Sawyer  Cream  .. 

White  Pepper 

Vinegar 

Barley  Kernals 

Beer 


35 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 
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APPENDIX 


1. — General  Statistics. 

Area  of  District — 17,815  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year — 6,447. 
Rateable  Value  of  District — £95,876. 

Sum  represented  at  id.  rate — £360. 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  resident  population,  mid-1945 

—24,640. 


2. — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Dive  Births  : — 

Legitimate 

....  378 

187 

191 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 

Illegitimate 

....  23 

15 

8 

population — 16.3 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

....  12 

6 

6 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still  births) 

Illegitimate 

....  

— 

29.0 

Deaths 

....  310 

173 

137 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population — 12.6 
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Rate  per  1,000 
total 

(live  & still) 
Deaths,  births 

Deaths  from 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

....  1 

Deaths  from 

other  Puerperal  Causes 

....  2 

> 7.2 

Total 

....  3 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  i year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births — 62. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births — 63 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births — 43 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) — 57 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) — 0. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) — 2. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) — 2. 


